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DEPTARTS 1.01 - 50

r BTE for

Servlce.

moln centres of PoPulotlon

gu"-LJ, so/e

Mlnlster,

l. The I.R.T.C. hos ogoln wrltten to you

0)

(ri)

cnclosing o copy o leiter from CcnturY seeking o

under Sectlon 16 of the ond Televlslon Act;

dcloys in thc Provision of for locol rodio siotions

of thosc llnks.

Mlntsterlol

comploining

ond thc htgh

2. RTE Provldc o FM natwork. Thcir moln ters operote ot the

following powers - Mount ,l00Kw, Mulloghonlsh ond

Truskmore 250Kw, KlPPurc I w, Clermonl Corn 80Kw, Rock ond Holywell

Hlll l2Kw. These hlgh tronsmitters ore consldered to provide o

comprchenslve Nottonol

3. Thc LB'A. ln thc U docs noi provlde o

320Kw,

,tY,',.r ti'" - "")r '' '

notlonol servlce. It

It ls nol concerned obout

we hove informotlon - none

Itcms for the FM

.;!.t *v1.r6..\
providcs focllltles to cbvct

ensurtng unlvcrsol coveroga.

of its tronsmtttcrs oPcro?cd

POWCTS.

1986+he lotest dotc for

morc thon I0Kw, the vost operoted ot lower

4. Cantury's moln

scrvlca ore os foltowsl-

Accesr to focllltlcs

Cenlury CenturY offer - ntl. Currantfguorc 8.185,000. of the diisting focilities

os notlonol focilities theYot RTE's sltos hove bcen

should be provldcd frce to

RTE dld not proposc ony ln those chorgcs. They thot thesc focillties hove

been devalopcd wilh money. Thcse foctlltles hovc ba reploced in due course.

The opproprlotc dcpreclotton chorge for eoch type of is modc tn RTE's Accounts

ond other incomc in ihotond thot these chorges ore ycor by ycor from llcence

ycor. RTE orgue thot to

would omount to o direct

Century from Poylng lts r shore of thesa chorges

ond RTE's poslllon on thc

with llcence fce monlcs

ye tr^.^ o^t'-" 'dtf

by RTE to Century whlch hove olreody ruled out.
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7

CenturY offer f'30'000 P'o'

. Deportmentol rca'orch (coPlrs of mcmos ottqshcd) indlcotes thot thr ftgut's quoled by RTE

?re not unreosonqble' The tronsmiltct3 bcing used by RTE ore vcry high powered by comporiso'

wtth ihose bcing uscd by Downtown ond ore slted tn more difficult locotlons' Downtown

poy lR tl17,000 for o mointenonce conttoct for 5 tronsmlilers' the lotgesi of which oPeroies

ol lOKw. Indeed' Mr' Tlnmon of Downtown' withoul ony prompting offered on oPinion thot

o ehorge of t800'000 stg' would not be unreosonoble for o notlonol 14 stotion FM network

covering 2d countles' \

5. , Mointcnonce

RTE orlgtnolly quoied 13/14'000 p'o' '

full molnicnonce servlcc'

6. Llnks Powcr sporcs

Llnki
Powcr + SPorcs

.rb."qr.ntly rcduced to current quote 1320'000 for o

7.

Century ond RTE ogrec thot thc cosi of the coPitol equipment would be of the order of

!7+7,000. Ceniury oppeor io lgnore ihe Projcct monogenEnl ond instollotion costs'

totolltng i375,000

Centurv ollcgc thot RTE quoic4 on '2 No'"mb"t' o cost of ftronctng coPiiol inv'stment

ot 71 per onnum' ccnlury 'ont 
tt'ot lntarcri rote to be opplied ond the cosl written off

over o 20 Yeor rentol Pcriod'

RTE when opproochcd lnttlolly indicoted thct over o +5 Yeor lcosing period tt mishi be

Posstblc to get o bonk to do o deol wlth o 7Z infcrest couPon' dependtng on thc copitol

ollowonces involved' RTE orc odomont thot thate i5 no Possibility 
of borrowing ot 7E over

20 ycors' RTE'S Exchcqucr borrowlngs orc costlng on overoge of l2%' They hoP' thoi it

wlll bc posshle'o '"''*n"" 
ttttsc borro'rrlngs oi somcwhot less thon thot flgure but lhey

.ee no Posstblllttes 
of gtttng 20 ycot monay ot 7*'

80,000
I15,000

80,000
I15,000

tnstollotlon costs)

I

CenturY offer

Page 198



complellon, it ls prlmorily o molter for Cmtuiy to selecl ifs own equipment ond to finonce

the purchoslng ond lnstollotton costs of ihot aqulPmeni'

8. Ovctheods

-BTE hod soughl o contrlbutlon of I(tX to its ovcrhcods' lt has ogrccd to rcduce thot figure

to 5X - 834,000.

Century hove offered o totol fee of E78,000 for "provislon of scrvlce"'

9. AM Scrvlia

RTE Indicsted thot ii3 cosls for AM servlce for Dublin ond Cork were o: follows:'

engineering deslgn/proJect monogement fee 970'000

inslollotlon chorgcs t40'000

Tronsmlttcrs ond cqutPmeni to be purchoscd by Century'

Annuol chorges:

l6zooo
t35,000

Ovcrheods lOts(presumobly thls 
-would 

now be tl0'000
reducei to 5x)

El 12,000

Access ond focllltlcs

Full mqlntenonce

10.

Ccntury oppcor to hovc lgnoted ihesc cosls ond ossumed thot theJ wcrc lncludad ln the

FM chorges.

Telccom Links

Telecom soy thot, untll Tuesdoy lost when they hod thcir flrst reol dlscussion with Centuly-1

they were quoting bllnd ond 9o16 figurcs ot outet cnd of scole' o lot will depend on whare

the studlos oreo| where the neqrcst tel.com focilttles orc ond whclhar ncw ltnks hove to

be providcd io tronsmlttcr sites. Ttrey soy thot th. chorgcs wtll reflact the cosis to lhem

of provldlng ihe sarvlc..

As for possiblc deloys of 3-6 months in provldtng servlc', thesc moy orlse if naw or

speclolist cqulpmcnt hor to be ordcred. If cquipment ls ovoltable o servlce con bc provided

ln doys or weeks dependlng on tha locotlon3'
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3etvice. Thc U'K'

chorges quoted bY

ff*Dnul,

/

ta
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DEPIAR?S 1.01 - 5I

7
t

Memo.

I spokc to Mr. l. Tlnmon, Mmogtng Dtreciot' Downtown Rodio' Northcrn lrelond obour

t.B.A. chorges for rodlo ttonsmlssion focillti$'

Ha axplolncd thof thc l'B'A' orrongcments ore comptex ond ln course of chonga but thoi

+ihc follo*lng Potltlon obtolns:-

(t) Downtown Rodlo hod I MF tronsmitter ond lxlKw FM rodio tronsmltter for coveroge

ofthalrorlglnolfronchiscorco.Theprimoryrcntolchorgedbythet.B.A.forthose
foellttles wos ell3p0O Stg' (tI35'000 opprox' lrish Punis)'

(tt) When Downiown's ftonchlse wss exlended !o cover oll of Notthern lrelond three

oddlttonol FM. tronsmttlers (lx2Kw ond Zrl0Kw) wcre provided by ihe t'B'A'

Downtown gove thc l'B'A' o loon of t250'000 to fund constructlon' The l'B'A' wos

to rcPoy thc loon ovcr g yeors in slx monthly lnstqlmeni!' The prlmory rentol wos

lncreosed to 1t20,000 sterling oppror (tl 44000 lrlsh Punts)'

(ltt) For thc futurc DorYntown Ro dlo ls buylng boc* lhe flva tronsmllters from the I'B'A'

Thc stqtloti hoc negotlotcd o mointenoncc controct wilh ihe l'B'A' for three yeors

oi !98,000 st.rllng p'o' (!ll7'0DOp'o' trlsh Punts)' Under thc controci the l'B'A'

wltt provlde 24 hour cover' Howcvcr' lf rcploecmcnl of ony of the tronsmiil'rs

orlccs thc cosi wttt be corried by Downtown'

Wlthout psomptlng from me Mr' Tlnmon exprcssed thc vlen thgt o chorg of t8$'0(X) stg.

p.o. woutd not be urucosonoblc for o- 14 stotton notlonol FM network covering the 26 countles

Hq &cw ottrnttm spcelfteolty to the foct thot Downtown's main tro$mitt"r opcrotct

ot onty I Kw beeousc the Ellock Mountoln slte ls on crcellent sit' ond lKw glvcs 30 miles

rodlu: coverogc.

i{ Februory, 1989'
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I DEPTARTS 1.01 - 55

7

Klppur.

Mount Lelnrter

Mulloghonlsh

Moghcto

Truskmora

Ttrcc Rock

Holywcll Hlll

Clermont Cotn

Achill

Kw

100

400

320

320

z:ia

l2

tz

80

Spur Hill I

Cohcrclvccn 6

Llmerlck (Woodcock Hlll) I

Fonod 8

Costlctownbcrc 6

I 13 A -0..' t^D alf*- 'r"t([ a
I 'r'r 

ft""*tt- 
6l'8+1- lo l(Lt,, ' 

'

I fb R dGe4 r^n{ P"'"JAL 
c. ^'"Jni^c'l

Frl"{e'l-

Tronsmlttcr Powers for 3rd Nollonol Nctwork (VHt)
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'!\r.-d 
gtj;-

I'lcrno..

F"- +_ v.lY
I rpoko to Mt Butchcr, tndrpcndcnt Srocdeorttng Authortty racorly rcgcdtng thctr mGthod lf
oppo.flonlng LB.A- cottr to Indip.ndqrt lodto.

' Mr. Bu?ch.l bcgn by crplolahg ilrot thc t8A. ie .totutostll, obltgcd to kccp rfie flnoncar of
tndGpand.n, rcdlo rcporote ftom tndopcndrnt t hvlrton. Thot rot(, howanu, h. ttgtad thct rn
proctlce the L8.A. opcrored q sysfem of cppor onrnent of cottr whtch lr r€t rctcnttftc by ony

mcoru ord thot dcllbcrcrely wbstdlscr rodb ot the oxpcnse of tetcvtston. He feh thot onythlng

th. LBA. dcr woutd ba of ltttlc hotp ln tryhg io &t rmrnc, for crornplc, on opproprhtc mtto
for the oppotttonmcnt of cornmon focltttler bctwecn rodto ond tahvlrtm. flr L"" rt. followtng

rxonplcr-

(a) Emlrrclno rtoff cortl

Th. LBA. orroolty conduae o cruda q^rsy h whrctr ctqff co.nmqr fo rodio md rv ce
a.&.d io cp?atron ih.ls rl,il or brtw*r thc two ."rvlca. Artybody who rqr hc rpcndr
75r a mor of htt t&n qr rqdo hos hb rtr'r. epGrthn d or botresr the trvo rcrvtcar.
Anytody se.ndhe htn rtrclr 75,ia of hb trrm *, radh rr ctr'gnd rn totul to totcvtrrm.

. ort of or crg|nccalng woc*-forcc of oromd 1y'00. rrgdfrcartly hss thcr I00 soid bc
chorgrd to rcdto.

rh. L8.a wlll go tc hneiha d ary flrno ro r.atcc r.ryrc. to ttarsnrttrn
h fh hhybfon M(. ln co.trEsi If o rodlo trcrt,nlttrr won to fall, sa, qt 6 p.rft
ll warU protobly mt br ot?tndad to rnt thc followhg dry.

Equbnrrr/Surr

Erytpnrrt/Atrrr tfict cor crly br orochfcri rinh sadlo orc chcgcd lo rodb.
Egtprlure/rp<nu lltl trovc c calr.ttcr utoE (lr. dr.Eo.d to t lcvtrtdr.

Sa6.tar,

Tfi focrgotrS moy bc of lnt rart.
0
ly
i,,/ F.bsuory, 1t89.

(b)

(c)

:
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