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o))))

EH ADDRESS :

"ELEPHONE;

€. Feb:'uarY 19 89

,:
tlr RaY Burye
ltlnlSter for

TD
Conunlcations
l"!!rtl,

Dear tllnlster

tr enclose coDles of documentation lD connectlon wlth the chargel

ki*ru:xr:]f ,rin'"'ii":";ie.'"1*;"1i[x""lJiI""f :i'{tocen'iuri

rcts f or the Provi s !'Jr-
The matter is noH extremelv urgent as contra

c r t h e n e *. t ran snl 3 t r Jt"' 
"" 

i'" iii"-":i 
- 

,nY :t |1 ."-rt"sr:ft t:#irt :';l 
" 

t ;;
I'"ri"it"ii"-new statior' is to make the proD

Hav 1. In the 
" "**'t""nt'"s"-i- 

woutd appreciate your r:rgen-'

ob!ervatlong/decisron ;;-i;; charges b6lng 3ought'

Yours sincerelY

,u-4
sean Conno I lY
secretarY

@MM(XiION MEUES .
! 1'rtr4 EO 

^v 
llD

rn|[c.cENr 1.r9 - 3{0

BTEN N{V$N,VAN MR. TEMN MULVEY
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Page - l.' '

1.19 - 34r

ior transmission of the

the coPY oi ietter from

IRTC. CENI

BLE.-IB4NA[IEEI9T-.S!A89!.q

?i.ea36 see the attached copy of RTE 'quote'

rleu indePendent na+-iorral radio station and

c en+-ury Communicat i ons '

There ls subgtance ln the century argument about double-payment for

the transmltier netuork '

a long number of Yea's isThe netuork, sHlth was developed over

stete prope:'ty, the eontrol of which 1s vested !n RTE IT has

already been pald for and contlnues to be paid for by iicence fees

of the cltlzens of the country ' That RTE should have control of

i.t seems an historical acctdent - it is I tkely that ''rhen RTE tool''

it over the poesiblIlty of other uEers was 'not envtsaged' For

cosnparlson sea tha situatlon of the airports which are managed by

a separate company from the natlonal airline because it was always

e\rident that nore than Aer Lingus tould use the af ifi'rts ' To allot{

B.TE to charge other userg for the use of the transmitters in the

nay proposed provldes them !'llth an unfair commercial advantage'

(
In the interests of the Oireachtas decision regariing an

iEdependent station the transmlssion !acilitiee :horr!d be made

a\railable at a rate whtch wtll enable century to rr':n th€ station'

The fol lowing Polnts are also of nor-e:

- only 53t coverage is truly commerci'al ; the reinainde!'- I s aF'in

to publtc servlce broadcastlng although it reguires the bulr'

. of the transmttters to achieve'

- Ihe RTE proPosal 13 to charge f,364'ooo'oo for full maintenance

of L4 transmilters / transpoE er s ' Given that lodern equipment

requires very Iittle mainteDance' say two vlsits'per year'

thls\,,orkgoutat€l3,ooogervisitorsayanaddlti.onal12-
14 head's of staff to garry out visits t'lhich RTE people would

I

Page 154



probably do in any event to sorvice its

Do',.rntoHn Radio in Northern Ireland pays

r-he use of 4 moun+-ain-top tran3mitt€r

suggests a figure of a'oout f35o'00o for

f375, 000.

In the circumstances fees of' say'

charges and flOO, o0o for hardHare

management 6eems appropr'late '

Inf,s.cENT L.Lg - 342

own transmitter s '

the BBC f 1OC , 000 : r- :

s ites . Pro r:ata ii-' ' ::

RTE. Century s\:tig e!'

r4oo, boo fii transmissloi'
ancl i nsta I Iati on/ Proj ec i

RTE i3. suggesting a capital lnveetment of f'747 'ooo (sii"/ r:1:!r

tc lnclude lnstaliat!'oo costs and proJect managemerir:' !:::

hardHare uhich has a !iiesPen of over 20 yea:'s' They '!isi: ;':

amortisethisove:.5years.ovor20yearsthecosi,is:.L.c.,,tr
;;;,;;; ;H"num 1i no*al business criteria 4v'e rr5gd 1!:

this contezt it is worth noting that the contract betHeen iiiTl

and Ceniury must offer +-heir studlo/transmission Equlpment ::'

an lncomlng broadcaster at commerclal rates in the event .i

the collapse of i-he century statlon' the withdrawal of the

franchise or its non-renetral at the end of the franch!se

period. This shouid guarantee the RTE position'

(
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1

Notionol FM Rddib

Tronsmission Covcroge'

@

IRTC.CEIIT r. 19 - 343

tronsmission equipment.ot cost

l-

Thc independart broodcostcr wtll poy for oll lhc ncw

rithin 20 doys of tecelgt of involccs from Suppllcrs'

frr6
30x

l5i
5%

1,125,000

€,71000
g 37,500

E t2J00

Access to ond focilttles ot

Full molntcionce;

Commun icotions ond Lir*s:

Ovdiheods l0t:

=
Thc chorg.s ot I od 2 qbo-v' orc ot October l?88 priccs ond will be lndex llnked'

Thc tndcP€ftdcnt broodiortcr wtll be directly rcrponsiblc for the cost of power ond

spotcs rcqulrcd for th'lr tronsmlssion 49tYk'

'',:r . i. - -

A once-off cnglt€Gdng daclgny'proicct mdrqgcment fee of lR E250'000 for o four yeot

,ii.-

potcct wlll bc poyobi6'ro RTE os follovrs-

Ycot l.

Ycqr 2

Ycor 3

Yecr 4

&rstollotion drorger of A tl25'0il' wlll bc Invotced os the work O*..;s.t os pcr Apperrdtx I'

z- Annuol ChsrEcs:

lR [000!

185.

361'

80'

63

692 '

Page 156



r TREC.CEIIT 1-19 - 3l{

Nqtionol AM Rodio

Tronsmission Coveroge

Dvbltn & Cork Athlone

tR 8000. tR s000'

?. Annrol Choroc:

Accecr ond focititlG qt sites 67'

Full motntemficc 
35' 13'

lo. ll.
Overhecds l0I 

* ,^

The chorgr or I ond 2 obove src oi October l98ll prlces ond will bc index linked'

The indrPcndent brodcoster will be dtreclly responsible for thc sost of power ond

sporcs required for thclr tronsmittcrs'

20 doys of 3€setPt of involccr from suppliers'

A oncc'off .nEk*lrlng dcstgn/proFct morogenrcnl fce of lR 970!00 will be poyoble for
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.rloll.rk r

iot!t
250,000

121000

125,000

,,000

!7,500

2 t,0oo

5e,500

t2,J00
,1.000

Onca-of, charo!.

75,@
,0,000

l2r,0m
!6,500

l75,0oo r 75,000

r 3t000
taa,c{o .

10,000

al.oo0

6tr,00o

73.230

l4,t t00

31,700

2J,000

271,OlA

7!,240
| 1,t,loo
!1,r00
23.000

nlp,o

I,265
6t,5oo

1!.500

I1,000

ll7,265

7,715

14,300

3.100

2,000

Photlm ot Ar at ch'rn'r

Y.or I Y.o. 2

:omtnur{cotLat lt -l^lt
)vcrh.od. (l5l)

?6,115

221,060 vatl20 665,3n5 6t2,000

l;fl {d qrtudl) ur.,of 67!,120 723,685 708,500

e

E
:-$;ffi fiHt1ffi.lF,igTi**" "$'f.S'* " 

*"'"'"r' rh' 
'rrr*otcd 

co:' ir t7'r7'o"0 v/hich wolrd bo 
'pr'

vi r' € 62,Joo

Not.2! rnder*, 

"-ffitr"'ilF,*HLffii.lf 
r,eir.:'orP6w"and'oo"'rcqun'dforrcr"o'r'' 

:',r i"'ri6'1'rr.'

-:."ii.,
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rA\rZ - JrO,

rRTc.cENT 7.01 - 332

l?th January, 1989.
JJS/ra.

3
o

(
(

J,*L=--
James J. Stafford

Director

DIRECIOBS: OUVER BARRY, TAMES IOSEH STAFERD.

,Fli6iElm N llFt r \n \.- lrfr. RECfiTETE

CENTURY COMMUNICA'IIONS UMITED
15 rrLDAiE STRET, DlrBtlN 1 !RE.^ND.IELE8{IONE OSrtl5ISCOFlX O53.1) 615l'9'

Mr. 8€BIr ConnollY,
The Secletary,
IndepeBdent Badlo and Televlsion coEEiEsion,
Scotch Hou8e,
Hawldns Stteet,
Dublfur,2.

Yours feithfuUy,

Dea! Mr. CoEnoUY,

I euclose a copy of the IBA Je:( iuBt r-eceived. here this morning' In
addltlon I would lits-e- to nake the foltowing obsercaflons '

1, The tressridsdoo syetem for public service broadcastiag is-. an

iaveetoent tnat frae'afreaay tedn pald for by Ucence fees'- It 18

Dairtehed by the licence feee, it i8 Dot the. ploIl-elty :L.L'L' -tl:Jare oerelv t--he eustodan of e nafional as6et' The att'utionaf coats

[LJ"t1#.riu, p"uu" j""to" btoadcasting, as oPpos€d to-i?Em:trglfl
broadcesHng, tf,e difference of dellvering q. sfsnal .to 6:! 9r- -tl:country or-b9.ft of tbe couutry l: what licence feee lrave been
i;.dtd"rly afoui, ana r feel thai trrle algument is lrrefutable'

2. In our discugglons wltl1 RTB they told us that th€y could Ensnce the
.rpitrr m"""t .nt ir equlPhelrt Ct a cost of ?t per annum ' fo*9TI-.
thiv soueht to aoortile- the equipment over the five year pefiod
il;*;;li h"t a life of twentv yiart. The cost of aoortislng c100 of
inveatneat at ?t over twenty years ls 99.'14 per 8tmutr'

3. I would 8l8o dtew your attetrtion to the Sunday Tribune Pr-ess re-port
iUt tt.e "Do$trtor;" traneoteelon eharges for the whole of Northern
i""f.oa i" S100,000- The IBA advied me that this involves four
traa6Eitte!6. out PnoPosal of i3?5,000 as a tranad6aion chstge is
conglatent with the nl)owntownl troneEidsion cost.

i

I

I

I

I

t,

l'
I

I

I

I

I
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PAGE - 3966
TRTC.CCNT 7-O1 - 333

,;t-.;.-.;,.... AT?N

..f:... unrei..;.NUMEEN 
OF PAGES: ..!;I;tr

I

lRlGlNAroR's NAME r {.lT:
\, .. 

NOf R&ETVEO &M€,';€TE PLEASE

t2r t2

.,EI'ES S'IAFEOND

rrrle : ....1?9.o.. orr,tr

OR f ELEX ; .r72t , TBAWH 6

the oo6ts Of tbe
of, 13th. ,anuarlr.

(ruErst.lz.,99

TO: lP:..-.. ATIN

: A.Kt ldt 962
arlvrl-, i(!95?

ng on
!0eBsage

(

aest negarda|

F629,tA|6btf,

loI a22 J 7a

;.:
,.' '

."'::,.'
l'. 

.",': '

. /?' t- /1
.1 ..'-r.

,.. ii:
ilt

1..

:.{i:!i"
;' i . , ,ii{i;j :;i. ;l ;i!: ;):ij ,.|.''"lji

I.: I ; 
"li;i.iii i;iill;;,ii1;:'.:1,

''aUril' t = i,:. !,.'u.K. :i;:"; ,.:; . .1 i'.n-: j
.l. lii -i.:

. NEFA"\ 45@, CCITT GfiOUP 3 '

.', t:' .. I .

LINE, (0t962 azz .1!!:.. :,.....

Il.
L

I
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PAGE . 3967
rRTC. CENr 7.01 - 334

1..09 t2. tr 80.9 PQGE 2/J

..r.: ,i r:

on the'aEniea ti that
\
lE theof tbe slte

of, the setvi.ce
ty ana spales

?I- :Br+ns .tlre- 9r'restDErE6 acceslr, the buildtnas -

thlE .ban lrFlretly, ..,i1
aoqulgea lr
thelrc:Lv€ql .

r, ls a cer-installed.
tlre'ueani

be

. PadE onlnr€r€
. for whl.chEtaff c6

r. eoue work
': should be

;H;:".ir*ilr$3"'Ellll.*i
,JX' ";:Iiffi,:' *"-;. t;:E

Iffi*tlr$#,ero*ur::m'trl
t*Il m5k;t**lr';*i;rxsffi.i*

Ittlng a
trcLu 9ushould be

''4.

,: a.aEgE
pbe new elncreasea .X8lflif a"X",,I!Ell;y."u

ural9e coEte -duC -to' ther ttO^Itey€r, ile WOUId ex|1adt

.i
i

,;i.; .r,.( l
.i1,. ..,.j,

trdnsnlesion pt arit

{n under
anount of,tnly the

I
I

not othELte heprea6no6
only iaa
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PAGE - 3968
TRTC.CB{T 7.01 - 33.r:

( TUE )01 . 7. '€9 l2r t5 Pf,oE 3)!

5.

conoluded ttiat th€ estLhated

the proqrauae to the
ncfir6rk: EhiB will

.ba ulred and have adal-n 6ald
6o6t. We have e*orp{ned lhe

tur6 rbiob we hav6 aEain
dbone. llhat apert, there ls
,tenance ol that plant, atenance ot that E lant, a
e Lave be€n incuued by RltE.
IR C55,00o p.q. tol UrlE

pode's! and

tbese froto their own

bellcv6 to. bi : Juetlfled.

t
o

(

I

cost6 .are

fee -of
rhl0b

:Ron tap -c * a22s?a.'ty'r'
i: ." :.. 

.:i j. ., :.,r..i ; i

;.'?..':'.':
:'j.'l!..''f

I 'j ...,)

tbe
6ay, IR

.t

a

I ii.:Jr.',.elL
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